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My dear Charles, 
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siastical History. 

Yours ever, 

R. G. 

Tun. Coll. Noyember 22, 1864. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



Digiti 



ized by Google 









THE DIPTYCHS. 



I DESIRE to address you to-day on the subject of 
the Diptychs. You may perhaps be already aware, 
that, although very many writers have either 
expressly mentioned, or incidentally alluded to, 
these Register^, it is not easy to meet with any ac- 
curate description of them. Cave, in his Disser- 
tation concerning the Ecclesiastical Books of the 
Greeks, which is annexed to the second volume of 
his Historia lAterana^ when he comes to AtVri;^"? 
tells us, in words which do not discourage an in- 
quirer ; — " nota satis est et vox et res/' He then 
proceeds to say, that the Diptychs were " duplices 
Tabulae;" one of which contained the names of 
Patriarchs and eminent Bishops, who were yet alive; 
and that on the other were inscribed the names of 
those persons who had died in communion with the 
Church. Cave also refers to Durantus*, whose 
summary account of the Diptychs is that which is 

* De Eitihus JSccleeta Catholica, Lib. ii. Cap. xliii. p. 509. 
EomsB, 1691. 
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b THE DIPTYCHS. 

generally received as true ; — that the Tablets in 
question were twofold ; and that one of them com- 
prised the names of the Living, and the other those 
of the Dead*. 

Such a definition, however, is totally inadequate ; 
and must give rise to numerous mistakes, and much 
confusion. 

Bingham, to whom we may in this case naturally 
look for information, is not quite precise. Having 
observedf, that the early Christians "had certain 
Books, which they called their ' Holy Books,' and 
commonly their ' Diptychs,' from their being folded 
together, wherein the names of such persons [Bishops, 
or Saints, or Martyrs,] were written, that the Deacon 
might rehearse them, as occasion required, in the 
time of Divine Service," he adds : — " Cardinal Bona 
and Schelstrate make three sorts of these Diptychs. 
One, wherein the names of Bishops only were writ- 
ten ; and, more particularly, such Bishops as had 
been governors of that particular Church. A second, 
wherein the names of the Living were written ; who 

* Cf. Goar, Not. in Euchohgium, p. 143. Lut Paris. 1647. 
Kos'weydi Onomasticon verb, in Vitis Patrum occur., p. 1017. 
Antverp. 1615. Zaccariae BihUoth. Ritual, Tom. i. p. 18. Romae, 
1776. Du Saussay, Appar. ad Martyrolog. OalUcan^ Tom. i. p. 
xix. Lut. Paris. 1637. Bates's College Lectures on Christian 
Antiquities, p. 323. Lond. 1845. Marshall's Translation of S. 
Cyprian's Works, Part ii. p. 33. Lond. 1717. Gieseler's Eccles. 
Mist,, transl. by Davidson, VoL iL p. 30. Edinb. 1859. 

f Antiquities, Book xv. Chap. iii. §. xviii. 
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THE DIPTYCHS. 7 

were eminent and conspicuous, either for any office 
and dignity, or some benefaction and good work, 
whereby they had deserved well of the Church. 
In this rank were the Patriarchs, and Bishops of 
great sees, and the Bishop and Clergy of that par- 
ticular Church ; together with the Emperors, and 
Magistrates, and others most conspicuous among 
the people. The third was the Book containing the 
names of such as were Deceased in Catholic com- 
munion. The first and the last of these seem to be 
much the same." 

It is evident, then, that Bingham perceived, that 
the Records of which he was speaking had not been 
classified mth sufficient distinctness by the authors 
whom he has followed. 

There cannot, at all events, be the slightest doubt 
as to the derivation of the word Diptychs. AJ9, 
bisj and ttti;?, or TnvxVy piica, are very obviously 
its origin. 

When we enter upon the consideration of this 
subject, it should, in the first place, be borne in 
mind, that Diptychs, regarded generally, were an- 
ciently of two kinds ; Ecclesiastical or Sacred, and 
Civil or Profane. Respecting the latter there is 
scarcely any difficulty ; but more than a little per- 
plexity prevails relative to the Ecclesiastical Tables, 
with which mainly we are now concerned. 

The Diptychs used by the Romans were called 
^' Pugillares," {{rompugUlvs, the diminutive of pug- 
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8 THE DIFTYOHS. 

nus^) on account of the smallnesa of their size. 
When these Manuals consisted of two leaves that 
could be folded together, the name of Diptychs was 
suitably assigned to them. If they had three leaves, 
they were termed Triptychs. Martial, in one of his 
Epigrams, makes mention of Pen1;aptychs also ; that 
is, of Tablets having five leaves or plates. His 
words are : 

^* Quincuplici C6r4 cum datar alius honor." 
These Writing-tables were, of course, employed for 
various purposes ; and were formed of wood, parch- 
ment, ivory, or paper. When several wooden Tab- 
lets were_ fastened together, they were styled a 
Caudex^ or Codex^ from their resemblance to the 
trunk of a tree ; in this case one divided into planks. 
You can hence readily understand how "Codex" 
came to signify a Book ; and " Codicilli^' were the 
same as the " Pugillares." 

It is not necessary to dwell upon the Consular 
Diptychs, or upon such Table-books as were fre- 
quently sent as presents amongst the Eomans. They 
were sometimes of considerable value; and were 
made of ivory, silver, or gold. A few specimens of 
these objects of curiosity are still preserved. It 
appears that the Consular Tablets were afterwards 
often transferred from a profane to an Ecclesiastical 
use*. 

* Jo. Hen. Leichii Be DiptyoMs Veterum JDtatnhe, p. xxxvi. 
Lips. 1743. 
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The learned Benedictine Montfaucon has well 
observed*, thaMheJDipiychs seem to_haye derived^ 
their name from their under and upp^er covers, 
rather than from the number of leaves of which_ 
they were composed. He does not deny that ivory 
Tablets, intended for presents, originally consisted 
of two leaves ; but he maintains that what were 
styled Diptychs might, if their contents were to be 
taken into account, have often been more fitly called 
Polyptychs. 

Descending to the Middle Ages, we find that it was 
usual for Ecclesiastics, and for some other persons 
also, to have Diptychs suspended from their sides. 
Of this fact we meet with a sufficient illustration in a 
poetical Epistle addressed by Theodulphus,^ishop 
of Orleans, to his patron Charlemagne, at the end 
of the eighth centuryf . This writer describes the 
Emperor in his palace, surrounded by his Ministers, 
among whom the Chancellor, Ercambaldus, held an 
important place. Theodulphus thus takes notice of 
him and his occupation : — 

" Kon Ercambaldi sollers praesentia desit, 
Cnjus fidam armat Bina Tahella mannm ; 
Pendula qnde lateri manuam ciih membra revisat, 
Verbaque suficipiati qusB sine voce canat.'* 

However interesting it might be to make further 
inquiries concerning the Note-books kept by in- 

* Palmgraphia OrcRca^ p. 34. Paris. 1708. 
t Siimondi 0pp. Tom. ii. colL 793-4. Venet. 1728. 
B 
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10 THE DIPTYCHS. 

dividuals, for their private use, in former times, we 
must now pass on to the discussion of questions re- 
lating especially to those Diptychs from which, of 
old, certain names were publicly read in churches 
during the Communion-Service. 

I have already intimated, that different opinions 
have been formed with respect to the classification 
of the Diptychs which were extant among Christians 
at an early period ; some authors affirming that 
only two kinds of them should be recognized ; and 
others asserting that three sorts could be discovered. 
Bingham, as you may remember, adopted, but ap- 
parently without being fully contented with it, 
C ardinal Bo na's supposition, that there were three 
s pecies of D iptychs ; namely, "Diptycha Episco- 
porum," (which are the same as the " Tabellae Epis- 
copales,") " Diptycha Vivorum,'' and " Diptycha 
Mortuorum ;" and the same division is regarded as 
correct by many excellent authorities*. It would 
appear, nevertheless, that another arrangement 
must be sought for, which wmnot fail in compre- 
hensiveness, and which will therefore be completely 
satisfactory. 

Let it be admitted that there were four classes of 
Diptychsf ; and in some one of these we may in- 

* Vid. Du Cange, Glossar. Lat. ed. Bened. Tom. ii. col. 1425. 
Venet. 1737. Suiceri Thesaur. Ecch Tom. i. col. 922. Amstel. 
1728. Newman's Fleury, ii. 199. Oxford, 1843. 

t Salig, De Biptychia Feterum, pp. 20-21. Halea Magd. 1731. 
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THE DIPTYCHS. 11 ^ 

elude every document of this nature to which refe- 
rence is made in Ecclesiastical writings. 

(1.) Those Diptychs, which in some measure re- 
sembled our Parochial Registers, may be treated as 
belonging to the first class. In these were inserted 
the names of all person s who had been baptized^^ 
They are perfectly distinct from the " Diptycha Vi- 
ventium*," with which they have been frequently 
confounded. These Records are mentioned by the 
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagitef, who wrote at 
about the end of the fourth century ; and his para- 
phrast Georgius Pachymeres, in the thirteenth age, 
styled them 'le/oa? AeXrowJ? that is, " Sacros Pu- 
gillares," The AeXro?, I may remark, was a Tablet, 
the original shape of which was that of the Greek 
capital letter A. 

(2.) Diptychs of a second class contained the 
names of the Living^ which were recited during the 
celebration of the Eucharistic Service. In these 
Inventories all persons who presented Offerings 
were registered, as well as Emperors, Kings, Pa- 
triarchs, Bishops, and Presbyters; the publication 
of whose names, at such a time, was a solemn 
attestation of their being in communion with the 

* Leo Allatius, Be Uccles. Occident et Orient perpet Consena., 
col. 1186. Colon. Agripp. 1648. Haberti Archierat, p. 156. 
Paris. 1643. 

t Be Eccles. Hierarch, Cap. ii. 0pp. i. 267. Antverp. 1634. 

X Ibid. p. 276. 
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^Chiijxbr -Tirese Diptychs arq termed the "Sacer- 
dotal Catalogue," — Kar 0X0^0^ ^lepartKOfj^^in the 
seventeenth and fifty-first of the Apostolic Canons. 
The List of the Clergy is also called " the Canon," — 
6 KapwPf — ^in the seventeenth Ordinance of the 
first Council of Nica^a. Observe, then, that " Ca- 
nonicus" and "Clericu^" had anciently the same 
meaning ; the former word being simply descriptive 
of a Clergyman whose name was entered in the 
Diptychs. 

(3.) In Memorials of a third class were enu- 
merated the Saints and Martyrs; those being es- 
pecially commemorated, in each particular case, 
whose sanctity or sufferings had added lustre to that 
Church by which this tribute of honour was now 
paid. The Blessed Virgin and the Apostles were 
placed in Diptychs of this kind, which served to 
show forth the communion that existed between 
the members of the Body of Christ in heaven and 
on earth. These Diptychs of the Saints and Martyrs 
were the source of Kalendars and Martyrologies. 
Hagiologies and Legends followed. 

(4.) The Diptychs which formed a fourth dass 
were those of the Dead. Such Registers were of two 
kinds. A separate enrolment was provided for de- 
ceased foreigners, and for those who had been na- 
tives or inhabitants of the country where the recital 
of their names took place. The observance of the 
custom of making mention, at the time of the cele- 
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THE DIPTYCHS. 13 

bration of the Lord's Supper, of Ecclesiastics, or of 
some of the Laity, who had departed this life, was 
an open declaration of the faith of Christians as 
to the certainty of the Resurrection. From Dip- 
tychs of this class were ultimately developed Pro* 
pitiatory Masses for the sins of the Dead. 

You may possibly wish, that, before we proceed 
further, I should epitomize what has been said ; so 
far, at least, as to give you a general definition, and 
brief account, of what the Diptychs of the last three 
classes were. You may understand, then, that they 
wereRegisters,kept for public use in churches, in pri- 
mitive times ; and that, during the performance of 
the Eucharistic solemnity, certain names which had 
been entered in them were recited before the Altar, 
and from the Reading-desk. T hese Regis ters were 
of different sorts; and their contents were not com- 
mingled*. Therein were recorded the names of 
those persons who had offered Oblations. Distinct 
mention was made of Spiritual and Temporal 
Eulers, who were thus acknowledged to be in com- 
munion with the Church. The erasure of a name 
for heterodoxy was virtually equivalent to Excom- 
munication. Finally, Saints, Martyrs, and all who 

* " Porrb nomina haud promiscu^ inscribebaritur ; sed in una 
pagina Episcopi, in alia FresbTteri, in altera Diaconi, atqne ita 
diversis etiam Laici, ac FoeminaB, Diptychis consignabantur.'* 
(Card.'Noris Dissertat, HUtor. de Synodo Quinta, Cap. v. p. 23. 
Lovan. 1702.) 
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had died in the Faith, were then commemorated; not 
merely in orderthat respect might be shown for them, 
but also for the purpose of exhibiting a clear testi- 
mony as to the reality of the bond of union between 
the Church Militant and the Church Triumphant. 

[1.] With regard to the " Matricula," or Roll, 
in which the names of the Baptized, as well as those 
of the Sponsors, were entered, it is easy to conceive 
how very valuable, and in fact necessary, such Re- 
gisters must have been. It would seem that several 
passages in Scripture may be elucidated by sup- 
posing, that such Lists existed almost from the 
commencement of Chnstianity. Dodwell, in the 
fifth of his Dissertationes Cyprianicce, makes many 
observations upon this point* ; and it can hardly 
be denied, (unless we have recourse to the notion of 
a Hebraism,) that there is something remarkable in 
the expression used in Acts, i, 15, relative to the 
early disciples; — "the number of names together 
were about an hundred and twenty." A similar 
phrase occurs in the third chapter of the Reve- 
lation: "Thou hast a few names even in Sardis, 
which have not defiled their garments." 

Cicerof has employed the words " Romanorum 
nomen'' to signify a Roman citizen; and VirgilJ 

* Zomius has taken an opposite view. See his Opuscula Sacra, 
Tom. ii. pp. 690, sqq. Altonav. 1731. 
t De Finih, 
\ JE». vi. 763. 
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speaks of " Silvius, Albanum rhommr Such a form 
of speech was applicable with reference to the en- 
rolment of every one who was admitted to the rights 
of Citizenship : and we can without difficulty trans- 
fer the allusion to the case of those whose Baptism 
entitled them to be no longer " strangers and fo- 
reigners ; but fellow-citizens with the Saints, and of 
the household of God*." Christians, retaining their 
baptismal privileges, had their names written, not 
in the Diptychs only, but pre-eminently in " the 
Book of lifef ;" and might^look forward to admis- 
sion into " the City of the Great KingJ.'' The Jews 
gloried in the earthly Jerusalem; but the mystical 
Israelites have been taught to rejoice in the expec- 
tation of " the holy City, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven||." 

What the feelings of the primitive Christians as 
to this matter were, we may learn from a single 
narrative, for which we are indebted to Eusebius. 
He tells us, in the eleventh chapter of his Book 
concerning the Martyrs of Palestine, that, on one 
occasion, when a Martyr, under torture, was asked 
by his Judge to what country he belonged, he an- 
swered, that " Jerusalem was his country ;" meaning, 
says the Historian, thai Jerusalem which S. Paul 

* Ephes. ii. 19. 
. f PhiL iv. 3. Rev. iii. 5. xiii. 8. xvii. 8. 
\ S. Matt. V. 35. Psalm xlviii. 2. 
II Rev. xxi. 2. 
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declares to be " above, and free, the mother of us 
all*." The Martyr, having been subjected to further 
and extreme torments, still gave the same reply ; 
and could not be compelled to add more than that 
the City which he spoke of was that of the wor- 
shippers of God ; that none but they could have a 
portion in it; and that his country was situated 
eastward, toward the rising sun. — Assuredly we 
may believe, that such a witness for Christ did not 
fail to receive the fulfilment of his Master's pro* 
misef : — " Him that overcometh will I make a pillar 
in the Temple of My God, and he shall go no more 
out: and I will write upon him the name of My 
God, and the name of the City of My God, which 
is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from My God : and I will write upon him 
My new name." 

Independently of the value attached to the Bap- 
tismal Records, on account of their bearing witness, 
that all whose names were entered in them had be- 
come members of the one Body, and might be par- 
takers of the same privileges, it is plain that it was 
most important, in the early ages, that some simple 
means should exist for separating the Faithful from 
the profane ; so that no unknown or unworthy per- 
son should be admitted to the Holy Communion. 
The Roll, ' which was carefully kept, was sufficient 

* Gal. iv. 26. f I^^. iii. 12. 
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to ensure the exclusion of heretics, and of those 
who had been excommunicated. It served also as 
an unerring guide to the Bishops, when Commen- 
datory, or Pacific, Letters were applied for by any 
of their people. 

In the Epistles of S. Ignatius, the word SvojjLa is 
employed several times in the sense of " person :" 
and Dodwell* argues that the reference is to the 
Ecclesiastical Register ; that is, to those Diptychs 
which I have placed in the first rank. At the end 
of the Epistle to the Smyrnaeans, S. Ignatius says : 
" I salute Alee, a name desired by" (or dear to) 
" me ;" — to itoGrfrov fiov ovofia. And, in the fourth 
section of his Epistle to S. Polycarp, he gives the 
command : " Seek all by name ;" — c^ 6i/o/xaToy. If 
what was intended was, that the series of names re- 
corded in the Roll of the Church should be con- 
sulted, it may be supposed that S. John, at the 
conclusion of his Third Epistle, alluded to the ex- 
istence of a similar Inventory when he said, " Greet 
the friends hy name.^ It is, of course, fruitless 
to hazard any conjecture as to whether some 
of those " Parchments," which S. Paul directed 
Timothy especially to bring with himf, may, or 
may not, have contained Lists of converts. 

[2.] Let us now come to the consideration of 
Diptychs of the second class, from which the names 

* Dissert Cyp, pp. 87-8. f 2 Tim. iv. 13. 

C 
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of the Living were rehearsed. Amongst the persons 
of whom mention was then made were those whose 
Oblations were presented at the Altar. It is well 
known that the elements of bread and wine, for the 
Lord's Supper, were anciently taken from these Of- 
ferings ; and that hence also provision was made for 
the wants of the poor. To such a custom, and to 
the abuse of it, S. Paul evidently refers, when he 
reproves the excesses of the Corinthians. " In eat- 
ing," he says*, "every one taketh before other his 
own supper; and one is hungry, and another is 
drunken." The intemperance which he here con- 
demns appears to have arisen from the practice of 
connecting the Love-Feasts, or Agapae, with the 
celebration of the Holy Communion. 

With regard to the Oblations in question, S. 
Justin Martyr, in his first Apology, written before 
the middle of the second century, statesf : — " Such 
as are in prosperous circumstances, and wish to do 
so, give what they will, each according to his choice ; 
and what is collected is placed in the hands of the 
President, who assists the orphans, and widows, 
and such as through sickness, or any other cause, 
are in want ; and to those who are in bonds, and to 
strangers from afar, and, in a word, to all who are 
in need, he is a protector." TertuUian also, in his 
Apology J, written perhaps in the year 198, speaks 

* 1 Cor. xi. .21. t §• Ix^- t Cap. xxxix. 
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of " the deposits of piety, which are not disbursed 
in feasting, and in drinking, and in offensive haunts 
of gluttony ; but for feeding and burying the poor, 
for boys and girls . without money and without 
parents, and for old men now house-ridden, for the 
shipwrecked too, and for any who, in the mines, or 
in the islands, or in the prisons, have become the 
pensioners of their Creed." S. Cjrprian likewise, 
in his treatise concerning Works and Alms, com- 
posed about the year 254, addresses a rich woman 
in these words* : — " You are wealthy and in af- 
fluence; and think you, that you celebrate the 
Feast of the Lord, who are altogether negligent of 
the Offering; who come into the Lord's house 
without a Sacrifice, and take part out of that Sa- 
crifice which the poor has offered ?" 

It is not necessary to accumulate proofs that the 
primitive Christians were accustomed to present 
Oblations at the time of the administration of the 
Lord's Supperf. None but communicants were 
permitted to bring those Offerings ; and the gifts of 
persons harbouring ill-will towards others were not 
received. This rule was founded upon the com- 
mand given by our Lord J: " If thou bring thy gift 

* Cap. xii. 

f See the twenty- seventh Chapter of Cassander's Liturgica^ 
Colon. 1558. 

X S. Matt. V. 23, 24. Conf. S. Optati Lib. vi. De Sohimate 
Donattstarunif Cap. i. p. 90. Antverp. 1702. 
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to the Altar, and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath aught against thee, leave there thy gift before 
the Altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift." 

When the Oblations of communicants were pre- 
sented to the Priest, it was his duty to offer them to 
God; and the names of the donors were recited from 
the Diptychs by a Deacon. In one of the Epistles 
of S. Cjrprian* we find the phrase, used with re- 
ference to the Lapsed, — " offertur nomen eorum.'* S. 
Jerom's testimony also, as to the same matter, is 
quite expressf : — " Now the names of such as are 
offerers are publicly rehearsed." 

The old Liturgies differ with respect to the pre- 
cise time when this rehearsal took placej ; some of 
them setting it before,' and others after, the conse- 
cration of the Eucharistic elements. In the latter 
case it is connected with the commemoration of the 
Dead. Mabillon, in the second volume of his Mu- 
seum Italicum^, has published a fragment of an an- 
cient Ordo Bomanus^ relating to a Pontifical Mass ; 
and in it the Diptychs are plainly mentioned ; and 
there is a direction for the recital of the names from 
them previously to the consecration of the elements. 

* Ep. xvi. p. 37. ed. Oxon. 1682. 

f " Nunc public^ recitantur offerentium nomina.** {Comment, 
in Jer, Cap. xi. 0pp. Tom. iii. 584. ed. Bened. Paris. 1 704.) 
X Salig, J9(?2>i^^. p. 71. 
§ p. 61. Lut. Paris. 1724. Cf. ejusd. Commentar. p. xlyii. 
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The same method was formerly sanctioned in the 
Gallican and Spanish Churches. Pope Innocent L, 
however, in the ye ar 41 6, appears to have enjoined 
that the names should not be read till after the 
Prayer of Consecration* ; and his decision was re- 
newed by the Council of Frankfort, A. D. 794. 
This Synod framed a Decreef , " Nomina antequam 
Oblatio fiat ne recitentur." 

The enumeration, at the time of the Eucharistic 
Service, of the names of Spiritual and Temporal 
Rulers, in union with those of the Faithful in ge- 
neral, was believed by the primitive Church to be 
practised in obedience to the command given by S. 
Paul to TimothyJ : — " I exhort, therefore, that, 
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men ; for Kings, 
and for all that are in authority." For Pagan 
Emperors prayers were duly offered, as Tertullian 



* In Ep. ad Decentium, Episcop. Eugubinum. — Epistt Rom, 
Pontiff.y ed. Constant, col. 857. Paris. 1721. — ^Zaccaria does not 
admit that Pope Innocent's words are to be thns interpreted. 
He argues that the meaning of the injunction was, that the reci- 
tation should neither precede the Canon, nor follow the Conse- 
cration; but that it should occur at some place in the Canon 
which is not specified. {Bibliotheca Ritualis, Tom. ii. Par. ii. pp. 
cxxxT-vi. RomBB, 1781.) 

t Canon Ii. — Howel, Synopsis Can* JEJccles, Lat, p. 364.^ond. 
1710. 

X 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
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expressly tells us in his Apology* ; but the names 
of Christian Emperors were recited from the Dip- 
tychs. The Historian Evagrius relatesf , that some 
persons, who conceived that the Emperor Anasta- 
sius I. had been opposed to the Council of Chalce- 
donj, removed his .name from the Diptychs ; and 
the fact of its erasure, for such a reason, of course 
demonstrates, that it had been previously inserted 
on the supposition of his orthodoxy. Pope Gela- 
sius, at the end of the fifth century, writing to the 
Eastern Bishops, asks them§, " Nunquid omnes Im- 
peratoris noraen ex Diptychis abstulerunt ?" It is 
needless to adduce many corroborative testimonies 
of a later date. A very conclusive proof as to the 
constant practice of the Church may be derived 
firom the eighth Epistle of Pope Nicholas I., ad- 

* Capp. XXX, xxxi. Conf. Ad Scapul. Cap. ii. 

t Eceles, Hut. lib. iiL Cap. xxxiv. 

\ The Acts of the Synod of Constantinople, which was held in 
the year 518, show, that, at that time, the names of the first four 
General Councils were inserted by the Patriarch John in the 
Diptychs of that city. (Vid. Surii Concilia, Tom. ii. pp. 437, 
438, 441-2. Colon. Agripp. 1567.) The enunciation of their 
names from the Reading-desk greatly gratified the people. It 
was regarded as a simple and decisive mode of making a confes- 
sion of the Faith. These General Councils seem to have been 
associated, on this occasion, with what was recited from the Dip- 
tychs of the Dead. 

§ Vid. Append, Cod, Theodos, inter Opera Sirmondi, Tom. i. 
coU. 455-6. Venei 1728. 
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dressed to the Emperor Michael III. about the year 
860. He therein declares*, that the names of Con- 
stantine and Constans, of Theodosius the Great, 
Valentinian, and others, whose praise was in the 
Universal Church, were incessantly commemorated 
during the Sacred Mysteries. 

Martene informs usf , that in some of the old Sacra- 
mentaries, used in the West, the name of the King 
was omitted ; but that in a very ancient MS. copy, 
in the Royal Library at Paris, he found the words, 
" Memento, Domine, famulo Tuo, Rege nostro ill.'' 

To come down to modern times, it is a circum- 
stance of a somewhat ill-omened character, that, in 
this country, the name of the Sovereign is often, if 

* Binii Concilia, Tom. iiL i. ii. 440. Colon. Agripp. 1618. 

t Dfi Antiquis EccleaiiB JRitihus, Lib. i. Cap. iv. Tom. i. pp. 
145-6. Yenet. 1783. — Cardinal Bona also observes^ that only 
** aliquot Latins Ecclesise" introduce the name of the Sovereign. 
{jRer, Litvrgic. Lib. iL Cap. xiT^.^Tv. Tom. iii. p. 254. Aug. 
Taurin. 1753.) Gavanti says, that papal authority is requisite 
to sanction every such act; {TKesaur, Sac. Ritt. i 132. Lugd. 
1664.) and that Pope Pius Y., who issued a reformed Missal in 
1570, gave special leave that the King of Spain should be named. 
It was only natural that he should do so when King Philip II. 
was concerned : but would he have been likely to give consent 
with respect to Queen Elizabeth, whom he excommunicated? 
Pope Benedict XIY. has put an end to all uncertainty by declar- 
ing, that it is lawM to pray even for an infidel, or a heathen, 
King, ''modo Bex Ule non sit excommunicatus, ut sunt Reges 
haretici.*' (Yid. Bened. XIY. Bullar. Tom. iv. p. 378. Rom», 
1757.) 
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not always, left unnoticed in the Canon of the 
Mass. In the Missale Bomanum^ published by 
Coyne, (printer and bookseller to the College of 
Maynooth,) 8vo., Dublin, 1822, and again in 1833, 
"cum Approbatione Ordinarii," the words '^ Bege 
nostro'^ have been omitted after " Papa nostro, et 
Antistite nostro." The same absence of a recognition 
of the Sovereign is observable in the 4to edition of 
the Missal, printed at Belfast in the year 1840, with 
the approbation of the Roman Catholic Primate, 
and of the titular Bishop of Down. What renders 
this fact particularly wortjjiy of attention is, the am- 
biguous allegiance to the Crown of England, not 
unfrequently yielded by those who have been 
taught, that the Pope is in truth the King of Ire- 
land; and who desire that he should therefore 
exercise direct dominion here. 

We have not yet quite done with the Diptychs of 
iheXiving, In these were registered, as you have 
heard, the names of Patriarchs, Bishops, and Pres- 
byters, as well as those of Temporal Potentates. 
Founders of churches too, and Benefactors, were 
not unremembered. Communion between differ- 
ent parts of the Christian world was maintained by 
the reciprocal insertion of names in the Diptychs of 
the various Churches. — Too often it is now the case, 
that the principal point of contact lies in mutual 
Anathemas. — Sometimes also, anciently, if a case of 
erasure from the Diptychs were to occur, harmony 
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was seriously interrupted. A signal instance of i 
this last event is to be met with in the account i 
which Theodoret* has given of an insult offered \ 
to S. Chrysostom, and of the reversal of the sen- 
tence of dishonolir. The enemies of this illus- 
trious Prelate, at Constantinople, had succeeded 
in effecting the effacement of his name from the ; 
Ecclesiastical Tables; but the Church of Rome, i 
headed by Pope Innocentf , and followed by the | 
entire West, refused to communicate with the 
Bishops of the East, and especially with Theophilus 
of Alexandria, until such an act of injustice should 
be annulled. This disunion continued for about 
twenty yearsj; and peace was not restored until 
Alexander, Bishop of Antioch, and Atticus, Arch- 
bishop of Constantinople, consented to readmit S. 
Chrysostom's name, which was now entered in. the 
Diptychs of the Dead. — ~^ - - -. 

Not seldonThave the Bishops of Rome been ex- 
posed to the indignity of having their names re- 
moved from the Diptychs||. For example, toward 
the end of the fifth century, Acacius, Archbishop 
of Constantinople, in imitation of Dioscorus of Alex- 

* Hist. EccUb. Lib. v. Capp. xxxiv, xxxv. 

t Vid. PalladiuB, Be Vita S. Joan, Chrys. pp. 22—4. Lut. 
Paris. 1680. 

J rieury, Eistoire Eecl. Tome v. p. 352. A Paris, 1720. 

II Vid. Jos. Sim. Assemani Kalendar. Eceles. Uhiv, Tom. i. p. 
89. EomeB, 1755. 

D 
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andria, deprived Pope Felix of his place in the Sa- 
■■ credAibum, that is, in the Diptychs of the Living*, 
In the middle of the eleventh century also, when 
the contest between the Greek and Latin Churches 
was revived, Michael Cerularius, Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, anathematized Cardinal Humbert, the 
Legate of Pope Leo IX., and erased this PontiflTs 
name from the Diptychsf ; an act which gave per- 
manence to the division of the East and West. 

It is an obvious inference, that the doctrine 
of Papal Supremacy has not been credited in the 
Umversal Church" as the Popes, notjessjhaii other 
Prelates, have been subject to exclusion from 
communion. 

Further, there is not any proof that, in the ear- 
liest times, the Bishop of Rome was expressly named 
in the Diptychs, used throughout the Christian 
world. Respecting this point, we have the candid 
confession of the Benedictine MarteneJ, in these 
words : — " An vero statim ab initio, per universas 
Ecclesias, Romani Pontificis nomen ex sacris Dip- 

\ * IN'icephori Callisti Ecch Hist, Lib. xvi. Cap. xvii. p. 518. 
\ Paris. 1562. Conf. Binii Concilia, Tom. ii. P. i p. 454. Colon. 
Agripp. 1618. 

f Yid. Jacobi Basnagii in Humberti Tractatum Observat.— 
Canisn Leetioms Antiqua, ed. Basnage. Tom. iii p. 279. Antverp. 
1725. Cotelerii JEccL Gfrac. Monum. Tom. ii, p. 140. Lut. Paris. 
1681. 
J De Ant. Uccles. Eitih. Lib. i. Cap. iv. Art. viii. p. 145. 
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I 

tychis recitari coeperit, non satis constat" Habertus 
likewise admits, that it could not be shown, that in 
the Eastern Churches the name of the Pope had, 
from the beginning, been pronounced during the 
Eucharistic Service ; and he greatly regretted such 
a misfortune. " Vellem factum, et laudarem,'' he 
says*; "sed factum non lego." — Attempts, how- 
ever, have been made to provide a remedy for this 
alleged defect. In the fictitious Liturgy ascribed to 
S. Peter, which was first published at Antwerp in 
1585, and afterwards at Paris in 1595, you may 
find this clausef ; "una cum servo Tuo Papa." It 
is sufficient to say, that the document in which this 
passage occurs seems to have been forged in the _ 
sixteenth century. Again, in the ancient Liturgy 
which bears the name of S. Mark, and which was 
printed for the first time at Paris in 1583, there are 
prayers for the "most holy and most blessed Pope J ;" 
but, unhappily for Romanists, when they appeal 
to this document, the " Pope" here intended was the 
Patriarch of Alexandria. 

A question has been raised as to the place in the 
church in which the Deacon stood, when rehearsing 
the names from the various Diptychs. It would 
appear, that those persons who had presented Ofifer- 

* Archierat, Observ. xii. ad Part. viii. Liturg. Ordin. p. 154. 
f Missa ApostoUea, p. 19. Lutet. 1595. 
J Yid. pp. 38, 39. ed. Paris. 1583. 
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ings, and consequently the Living^ were commemo- 
rated in Inventories read near the Altar, on which 
these Registers had been previously deposited. Ex- 
tracts from the Diptychs of the Dead were recited 
from the Reading-desk*. 

[3.] The Diptychs of Saints and Martyrs follow 
those of the Living^ and form a third classf . Herein 
were placed the Prophets and Apostles, the Blessed 
Virgin, Martyrs and Confessors, and in short all 
who had been peculiarly eminent for holiness. 
The commemoration of Martyrs can be traced to 
the age of S. Polycarp ; and the celebrated Epistle 
of the Church of Smyrna bears witness against the 
abuse of such an observance. With regard to Con- 
fessors, S. Cyprian, in his twelfth Epistle, directed 
that the days of their decease should be recorded ; 
in order that honour might be done to their me- 
mory, in accordance with the custom relative to 
Martyrs. "We commemorate" (says S. Cyril of 
Jerusalem J) " those who have fallen asleep before 
us ; first, Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs ; 
that, at their prayers and intervention, God would 

* Vid. Salig, De Dtptt/chis, pp. 88, 89. Surii Concilia, Tom. ii. 
p. 441. 

f " Alia enim erant Diptycha Sanctorum, alia Pidelium De- 
functorum, alia Vivorum." (Mabillonii Frcefat, in K Scecul 
Benedict. §. 97.) 

\ Cateck Mystagog, v. foL xi. Viennae Aust. 1560. Conf. Fa- 
bricii Bibl. Orcec. viii. 440-1. ed. Harles. 
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receive our petition." — " What thinkest thou" (asks ' 
S. Chrysostom*) " of the Oblation made for the 
Martyrs ; of the calling made in that hour, Martyrs 
though they be, yet even ' for Martyrs' ? It is a 
great honour" (*he declares) " to be named in the 
presence of the Lord, when that Memorial is being 
celebrated, the dread Sacrifice, the unutterable 
Mysteries." 

I shall not occupy your time by enlarging upon 
a fact so generlilly known as this, that veneration 
for Saints and Martyrs was very conspicuous in the 
early Church. Veneration did not, however, in the 
purest ages, imply religious worship. " We do 
not" (said S. Augustinf) "build temples to our 
Martyrs as to gods; but we erect memorials of 
them as dead men, whose spirits live with God. 
Nor do we set up Altars in the same places, on which 
we might sacrifice to Martyrs ; but we present an 
Offering to the One Being, who is their God and 
ours. At which Oblation, they, as men of God, 

* In Acta Apostol, Horn. xxi. §. iv. 0pp. Tom. ix. p. 176. ed. . 
Bened. Paris. 1731. 

t I>e Civitate Deiy Lib. xxii. Cap. x. — In the English version 
of this work, to which Alban Butler's Life of S. Augustin is pre- 
fixed, the words, *' sno loco et ordine nominantur ; non tamen a 
Sacerdote, qui sacrificat, invocantnr," are thus rendered : (p. 903. 
Dublin, 1822.) — ** have each of them his particular commemora- 
tion, lut not worship y — It was a delicate matter for the trans- 
lator to represent such a passage faithfully. 
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who have overcome the world by confessing Him, 
are named in their oum place and order. They are 
not, nevertheless, invoked by the officiating Priest: 
for, although he oflfers the Sacrifice with relation to 
their memory, he presents it to God, and not to 
them; because that he is God's Priest, and not 
theirs." In another work,* S. Augustin thus clearly 
explains the nature of the honour paid to Saints 
and Martyrs by the primitive Church : — " We re- 
verence the Martyrs with that worship of affection 
and communion, which in this life those holy men 
of God receive, whose hearts we know to be prepared 
to suffer in like manner for Evangelic Truth ; but 
so much the more fervently, as the conflicts of the 
Martyrs are over, and they are secure in bliss." 
He adds, that to give to any creature that " cultus" 
which is due to God alone, and which implies the 
oblation of Sacrifice, is Idolatry. 

Here, then, you have S. Augustin's judgment 
concerning the Invocation of departed Saints. 
Doubtless the practice of desirin^their prayers 
arose at a comparatively early period in the East ; 
but the language employed for a considerable time 
was rhetorical rather than dogmatical. There is 
not any trace of such an usage in the most ancient 
form of the Liturgiesf ; and the practice of direct 

* Contra Faustuniy Lib. xx. Cap. xxi. 0pp. Tom, viii. ed. Bened. 
t Cp. Freeman's PrinciplesofBmne Service, ii. 9. Oxford, 1862. 
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Invocation came in only by degrees. " In process 
of time, an ungodly custom, grown strong, was kept 
as a law*." If in the course of your studies you 
should find, that the defenders of this doctrine ap- 
peal with confidence to the testimony of Antiquity 
respecting it, be not disheartened. All their seem- 
ingly strongest evidence is derived from apocryphal 
and spurious writingsf . 

You can easily perceive, that these remarks are 
not unconnected with the subject of the Diptychs. 
In fact, the recital of the names of the Saints from 
these Records, during the most solemn Service of 
the Church, though a perfectly harmless and well- 
meant observance at first, may have effectively aided 
in hastening the progress of superstition. When 
the people, often not sufiiciently instructed, heard 
the names of Apostles, Saints, and Martyrs, con- 
tinually repeated with great reverence; and when 
exciting panegyrical addresses, suited to special oc- 
casions, were delivered ; we can imagine how a cere- 
mony, originally designed to be commemorative, 
and declaratory of communion, could at length, and 
while there was a growing tendency to error, dege- 
nerate ; and be made subservient to the propagation 

* Wisdom, xiv. 16. 

t See Palmer's Fifth Letter to Cardinal Wiseman, Oxford, 1841. 
Note in the English translation of S. Chrysostom's Homilies on 
the Statues, pp. 134-5. lb. 1842. Tyler's Worship of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Lond. 1 846. 
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of false opinions. The expression, " Communi- 
cantes, et niemoriam venerantes," might retain its 
place in the Liturgies ; but the Invocation of Saints, 
and prayers for blessings through their mediation, 
might be, as they actually have been, grafted upon 
the praiseworthy public recognition of the servants 
of God. 

There must, manifestly, have sometimes been not 
a little danger, lest counterfeit Saints and Martyrs 
should be ranked with those who were true. In 
ancient times, the rule adopted as a safeguard was, 
that no name of a Martyr should be inscribed in the 
Diptychs of any particular Church, without the 
common consent of both Clergy and people. The 
Churches of Africa were especially careful to ex- 
clude the false Martyrs of the Donatists*. As to 
this matter, S. Optatusf gives us definite infor- 
mation. We obtain from him the phrase, " Martyr 
vindicatus;* that is to say, one who, by the sentence 
of the Faithful, was adjudged to be worthy of ad- 
mission into the enrolment of Martyrs. 

In the prosecution of our present inquiry, we 
have now arrived at the question of Canonization. 
The strict meaning of this word is often not rightly 
apprehended. Undoubtedly the term " Canonizare," 
(so far as it related to the subject immediately before 

* C£ Baronii Martyrol, Bom* ad diem Mari 4. 
t De Schism. Donat Lib. i. Cap. xvi. 
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US,) originally signified, to insert a, name in the 
Canon of the Mass ; that is, to inscribe it in the 
Diptychs of the Saints. For a long time, the Popes 
have claimed the prerogative of conferring the pri- 
vilege of Canonization ; and, in the exercise of such 
authority, they are believed to be infallible*. This 
is, however, one of their numerous assumptions; 
and there is not any genuine proof of a formal 
Canonization by a Koman Pontiff anterior to the 
year993f, when Pope John XV., by his Diploma, 
added Udalric, Bishop of Augsburg, to the number 
of the Saints J. 

According to Mabillon§, there are three distinct 

* Vid. Fort. Scacchi Lib. JDe Cult, et Ven. Servorum Dei, p. 
97. Romse, 1639. 

f Mabillon, who is generally extremely accurate, is incorrect 
in saying 995. {Frafat in SacuL V. Bened, §. 101.) The Bull 
of S. TJdalric's Canonization is certainly dated A. D. 993, the 
eighth year of the pontificate of John XV. — This Pope is wrongly 
reckoned as John XVI. in VArt de virifier lea Bates, and in other 
works; the enumeration of the several Johns having been per- 
plexed by the history of Pope Joan. 

X This is the Udalric, or Hulderic, who is said to have written 
the extraordinary Letter to Pope Nicholas, respecting the Celibacy 
of the Clergy. See the Life of S. Gregory the Great in the Bene- 
dictine edition of his works, Tom. iv. p. 230. Paris. 1705. Mait- 
land*s Tenth Letter on Pox's Acts and Monuments, Lond. 1841. 
Conf. Be Vita S. Udahrici Qua extant, pp. 9-11. Aug. Vindel. 
1595. In this volume, pp. 172-176, the " Bulla Canonisationis" 
is given. 

§ Prcefationes Aetis Sanctorum Ord. S, Bened, prajix., p. 412. 
Eotomagi, 1732. 

E 
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periods to be noted, with reference to the persons 
to whom the right to confer Canonization was sup- 
posed to belong. Until thetenth century, the faculty 
rested with all Bishops ; each of whom, in his own 
diocese, at first in agreement with the judgment of 
the people, and afterwards with the consent of a Sy- 
nod and of the Sovereign, decided in every case that 
, was brought before him. From the tenth age, down 
to the time of Pope Alexander III., that is, until after 
the middle of the twelfth century, the approval of 
the Roman Pontiff was sought for ; but Bishops still 
retained some part of their authority about the mat- 
ter. During the third interval, which extends from 
the pontificate of Alexander to the present day, the 
Popes have reserved to themselves full power to 
issue a Decree on such occasions ; episcopal interfe- 
rence being prohibited ; and no exception to the rule 
f j being tolerated, except a General Council were to 
J sanction the Canonization of any individual. His- 
, tory does not furnish a single instance of a person 
canonized by a Metropolitan since 1153. In that 
, year, S. Gautier, or Gaucher, Abbot of Pontoise, 
. received the honour in question from the Arch- 
bishop of Rouen. 

From Diptychs of the third class emanated Ka- 
lendars ; and from Kalendars proceeded Marty- 
rologies. The comparative antiquity of these three 
species of Records may be hence instantly esti- 
mated. In general, many Diptychs formed one 
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Kalendar ; and of many Kalendars a Martyrology 
was composed. Particular Churches had their own 
Kalendars* ; in which were registered the names of 
Saints and Martyrs ; and in which those days were 
marked, whereon their memory was to be cele- 
brated by an anniversary observance. Martjo'olo- 
gies were not peculiar to any one place, but were 
common to the entire Church ; inasmuch as they 
contained a notice of the Martyrs and Confessors of 
the whole world. This distinction also is to be re- 
membered ; — ^that, whereas the names of Martyrs 
mainly were inscribed in Kalendars, there was 
usually inserted in Martyrologies an account of the 
nature of their death, and of the time and place 
when and where they suffered. What the Latins 
styled a Kalendar was by the Greeks called a 
Menologyf. 

I am anxious to speak very precisely about this 
matter, because that you may meet with writers 
who have confounded the Menologia with the 
Mencea; the latter being a very large work, in 
twelve books or volumes, relating to the several 
months in the year J. The name Menologium^ too, is 

* Hen. Valesii Dissert, de Ma/rtyrolog, Romano, subject. Annott. 
in Euseb. Sist, Ecchy p. 315. Paris. 1659. Ant. Pagi Critica 
Sist'Chronol. in Annates Baronii, Tom, i. pp. 49-50. Colon. 
AUob. 1705. 

t Assemani KaUndmria Ecclesic^ Vhiversce, Tom. i. p. 95. 

X Vid. Allatii Dissert, de Lib. Eccl, Qrcecor., ed, Jo. Alb. 
Fabric, pp. 57-8. Hamb. 1712 ; in Bihh Gr, Tom. v. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



36 THE DIPTYCHS. 

sometimes so employed that errors inevitably arise 
respecting it. Du Cange*, for instance, states, that 
the Greek Menology resembles the Latin Marty- 
rology ; though much more is recorded in the latter 
than the names of the Saints. Pope Benedict XlV.f 
is equally deficient in accuracy ; for, properly speak- 
ing, as I have already said, the Menology corre- 
sponds to a Kalendar, rather than to a Martyrology. 
" The Menology of the whole year," which is the 
name it bears, forms a part of the Horologium ; of 
which I have here a copy J, which you can examine. 
Keep in mind, then, when the name Mmologium 
occurs, that it has not invariably a single meaning§ ; 
having been sometimes applied to documents which 
exhibit short notices of the Lives of the Saints. 
Such a "Menology" you may find, translated into 
Latin by Cardinal Sirleti, in the Lectiones Antiquce 
of Canisius.|| 

Two Kalendars of great antiquity have been pub- 
lished. The oldest extant is believed to be the Ka- 
lendarium Romanum; that is, the Kalendar used by 
the Church at Rome, and assigned to the middle of 
the fourth century. It was set forth first by the 

* Glossarium media et infim(B Gradtatia. 
f De Canomzatione Sanctor, Lib. iv. Par. ii. Cap. xix. 
X Graece, 8vo., Venet. 1535. 

§ Yid. Leonis Allatii Dissert, i. de Lihris Eccles. Grwc.j p. 83. 
Paris. 1646. 

II Tom. iii. pp. 412-499. ed. Basnage. 
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Jesuit Bucherius*. The next in age is the Ka- 
Undarium Carthaginense^ or, the Kalendar of the 
Church of Africa ; which probably belongs to the 
following century, and for which we are indebted to 
Mabillonf . Both these Kalendars are appended to 
Ruinart's Acta Marty rum SinceraX> 

It is impossible to enter now upon any parti- 
cular account of the various Mart3n:ologies ; but 
they may engage our attention on a future occasion. 
Meantime, if you wish to read for yourselves upon 
the subject, I cannot do better than refer you to the 
fourth Chapter of BoUandus's General Preface to the 
Acta Sanctorum. 

[4.] Having dwelt so long upon Diptychs of the 
first three classes, much time does not remain for 
the consideration of those of the Dead. However, 
the principal question which comes before us need 
not involve us in any protracted discussion. That, in 
the primitive Church, there was an habitual comme- 
moration of the Departed, .and that prayers were 
madCj and Oblations olBfered, with reference to them, ^ 
cannot be disputed. But, while such a concession 
sHould not be withheld, let it not be supposed for a 
moment, that the antiquity of the Romish practice 

* Comment, in Victorii Aquitani Canon, Paschal, Cap. xv. Ant- 
verp. 1633. 

t Vetera Analecta, pp. 163-167. Paris. 1723. 
X pp. 541-2. YeronaB, 1731. 
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38 THE DIPTYCHS. 

as to this matter must consequently be admitted. 
The original intention of the Liturgical remem- 
brance of the Dead seems to have been this; — that 
the Church might be presented to God as in a state 
6f real unity* ; each of her members caring for ano- 
therf ; and all incorporated under One HeadJ. 
/'lyianifestly it was most fit, that such a presentation 

' '^ should be connected with the Eucharist. " Let us 
' r.! ^^( 0ot" (said S. Chrysostom§, at a period not so early 

. , , as that I have alluded to,) " be weary in giving aid 
to the Departed, and of offering prayers for them ; 
for the common Expiation of the world is even be- 
fore us. Therefore with boldness do we then en- 
treat for the whole world ; and name their names 
with those of Martyrs, of Confessors, of Priests. 
For, in truth, one Body are we all ; though some 
members are more glorious than others." 

It would appear that, at first, as I have said, 
there was a presentation of the Church in all her 
parts to God||; and that the Departed were regarded 
simply as at rest. The recital of their names from 
the Diptychs, and the Oblations which were pre- 

* 8. JohnxviL 21. 
t 1 Cor. xiL 25. 

J Cf. verb. avaKe<f>aKanl)<ia<iOai, in Ep. ad Ephes. i. 10. 
§ Horn. xli. in 1 Ep, ad Cor, Cap. xv. — Lihrary of Father Sy v. 
593. 

II Comp. Freeman'a Principles of Divine Service^ ii. 456. 
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sen ted for them*, served as an expression of an 
assurance, that they were still members of the 
Churchf ; that their souls were in the hand of God, 
and that there should no torment touch them ; and 
that though, in the sight of the unwise, they had 
seemed to die, their hope was full of immortality J. . 
At a later period,, requests were made, that those c w ^ ^' 
who had died in the Faith might receive an increase ' \ ^ 
of happiness ; that they might be judged with mercy ^ ^ ij ^ 
at the Great Day§ ; and that they might attain to z^:^^' - 
a blissful Resurrection. Positive petitions for bene- l\ \^^ 
fits, to be granted through the intercession, and on ir « ^ ^ , 
account of the merits, of the Deceased, are of a r,i , , • 
more modern date.|| Upon whatsoever grounds 



/^ 



* *' "We offer, on one day every year, Oblations for the Dead, as 
birth-day honours:" — *' Oblationes pro Defunctis, pro natalitiis, 
annua die facimus." (TertuU. Be Corona^ Cap.iii.) This treatise 
was written probably in the year 201. The "birth-days" of 
Martyrs were, as is well known, the days of their death, on 
which they entered into Life. 

t Cf. Episc. Pelli Not. in S. Cypriani Bpi%t. i. p. 3. Oxon. 
1682. 

t Wisdom, iii 1, 2, 4. 

§ 2 Tim. i. 18. 

II Of this statement the Gregorian Sacramentary supplies us 
with two very conclusive proofs. The old and uncorrupted copies 
of this work, at March 12, S. Gregory's day, contain a Collect 
which commences thus: — *' Annuo nobis, Domine, ut animal 
famuli Tui Oregorii prosit Oblatio," &c. (Yid. Liturg, Rom, Vet, ed. 
Murator. Tom. ii. col. 25. Venet. 1748.) But, instead of these 
words, we find, in Pamelius's edition, very different language : — 
" Annuo nobis, qusBsumus, Domine, ut, tntercesstone Beati Gre- 
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40 THE DIPTYCHS. 

Prayers for the Dead were oflfered up in ancient 
times*, it is certain that they had no relation to the 
supposition that such a place as Purgatory existed. 
The persons on whose behalf they were prefer- 
red were believed to be in blessedness ; and there 
were thanksgivings for their deliverance from the 
miseries of this world. Even the Roman Missal, 
now in use, bears witness against the innovation as 
to this point. In the Missce pro Defunctis^ more 
than sixty Prayers are to be found, in which there 
is no allusion to Purgatory. 

It is remarkable, too, that the form for the Com- 
memoration of the Dead, in the Romish Canon of 
the Mass, is applicable only to those "who have 
gone before us with the standard of the Faith, and 
who are at rest in the sleep of peaceP Such expres- 
sions, it is plain, are utterly unsuitable with respect 
to persons in a state of awful suffering. Purgatory, 
says Pope Benedict XIV. f, has been called HeU, 

gorii, haec nobis prosit Oblatio.'' {Liturg. Lat, Tom. iL p. 209. 
Colon. 1610.) A similar shameless depravation occurs at the 
28th of June; where the Prayer /or S. Leo's soulis altered, in 
the impression set forth by Pamelius, into a request, that those 
who celebrate the memory of that Pope may derive advantage 
from his intercession. 

* See Bingham's Antiquities^ Book xv. Chap. iii. Sect. xvii. 
Vsahei^B Answer to a Jesuifs Challenge : — Of Prayer for the Dead. 

t *' Purgatorium ideo Infemum appellare, quod idem utrobique 
sit ignis." (De Sacrif. Missa, Tom. i. p. 216. Lovan. 1762. Conf. 
Gratiani Decretum, Dist. xxv. Cap. Qui in aliud.) 
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^' because there is the same fire in both places." It 
is contrary to reason, therefore, to imagine, that 
any one supposed to be in Purgatory could be 
spoken of as being at rest Prayers, then, of such 
a kind as I have mentioned, had reference origi- 
nally only to those who, it was believed, had been 
laid to sleep by the Lord Jesus*. 

In the Book De Divinis Officmfj attributed to 
the celebrated Alcuin, who lived toward the end of 
the eighth century, we read, that, immediately after 
the words " in somno pacis,'' in the Canon of the 
Mass, it was the custom of the ancients, and still 
continued to be that of the Church of Rome, to 
recite from the Diptychs the names of the Departed, 
and to entreat, that to those who had been thus 
commemorated, and to all others at rest in Christ, 
might be granted a place of refreshment, where the 

* 1 Thess. iv. 14. 

* Vide libb. I>e Divin, Cathol. Eecles, Offic, ae Minist, h. 
Melch. Hittorp. edit., p. 89. Colon. 1668. — " Neque enim piomm 
animsB Defunctonim separantur ab Ecclesia: alioquin non ad 
Altare fieret eonim memoria, in consecratione Corporis Christi. 
Post ilia ergo verba, quibus dicitur In somno pacis, usiis fuit 
Antiquonun, sicut etiam usque hodi^ Eomana agit Ecclesia, ut 
statim recitarentur ex Diptychis, id est Tabulis, nomina De« 
fimctorum : atque ita, post lectionem nominum, subjungerentur 
verba sequentia, Ipsis, videlicet quorum nomina memorantur, 
et cseteris omnibus in Cbristo quiescentibus, indulgeas locum 
reMgerii, ubi non sentitur ardor pcenarum; et lucis, de qua 
Psalmista, Placeam coram Deo, et csetera; et pacis, in qua 
Sanctorum animse requiescunt, ut est, Illi autem sunt in pace." 

F 
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burning heat of punishment is not felt ; — an abode 
also of light and peace. 

Let me ask you, in conclusion, to reflect upon 

the beauty, and the true antiguityTof that petition 

in our Burial-Service: — "beseeching Thee, that it 

V.^ / ,t niay please Thee, of Thy gracious goodness, shortly 

/ "'^^ to accomplish the number of Thine Elect, and to 

'^^ , f( hasten Thy kingdom; that we, with all those that 

// " are departed in the true faith of Thy holy Name, 

may have our perfect consummation and bliss, both 

in body and soul, in Thy eternal and everlasting 

glory ; through Jesus Christ our Lord." 



f 

•Cf, 



THE END. 



■' V 
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